Murphysboro City Council Meeting
February 28 2017
The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its
ordinances, on the 28th day of February 2017. Mayor Stephens called the meeting
to order at 6:00 p.m. and Pastor Troy Humphrey led the council in prayer. Following
the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the pledge of allegiance to the
flag. Mayor Stephens then directed City Clerk Cottonaro to call the roll. The roll was
called with the following
Present:

Barb Hughes, Linda Porter-Smith, Gary McComb, Bill Pierson, John
Erbes, Gloria Campos

Absent:

Russell Brown, Herb Voss, Danny Bratton, Tom Ridings

Motion: To approve the minutes of the February 15, 2017 council meeting. All
aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting.
Motion by Alderman McComb
Second by Alderman Erbes
Mayor called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried
Motion: To approve the accounts payable, register #675 and #676 through
February 28, 2017, accounts receivable through February 28, 2017 and payroll
through February 28, 2017. All aldermen received a copy of the accounts
payable, accounts receivable and payroll for their review, prior to the meeting.
Motion by Alderman McComb
Second by Alderman Hughes
Mayor called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS
Mayor Stephens opened Budget & Finance Meeting.
Scott Evans presented the following financial reports: Schedule of Sales/HR Tax
Receipts, Schedule of State Income Tax Receipts Vouchered, Comparison of
Budgeted vs. Actual Payroll, Schedule of Healthcare Costs, List of Cash and Cash
Equivalents, Schedule of Costs Related to WWTP Construction.
Mayor Stephens discussed the budget adjustment request for cleaning services.
Jim McAnelly is asking for an extra $1,000 over a year for extra cleaning at police
station. Initially, both sides of the basement were storage, now it has been cleaned
up and we have desks and officers there. Mayor stated that Jim does a good job, he
is insured and we have no security issues.
Motion: To approve the request from Jim McAnelly for payment of $1,000
extra a year.
Motion by Alderman Pierson
Second by Alderman McComb
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion carried.
No public comment.
Mayor Stephens opened the Building and Grounds Meeting.
There was no old or new business and no public comment.
Mayor Stephens opened the Community Relations Committee Meeting.
Since we did not have eight aldermen present Mayor Stephens instructed the
owners of Cindy B’s we would hold the request to utilize two city-owned parking
spaces.
Blues Brothers Taproom request for street closure in June was discussed with Jesse
Elder, Commander of VFW Post 7190 and Blues Brothers. Mayor Stephens
indicated he had been told that the issues had been worked out among the two
parties.
Motion: To approve the street closure as requested by Brews Brothers
Taproom for June 2, 2017.
Motion by Alderman Hughes
Second by Alderman Campos
Ayes: Barb Hughes, Linda Porter-Smith, Bill Pierson, John Erbes, Gloria Campos
Nays: Alderman McComb
Motion carried.
The request by First Baptist Church to vacate Logan Street from 15 th to 16th Street
was discussed. They want to expand the church and think they could control and
better secure the area if they closed Logan Street from 15th to 16h Street. They

want to close15th Street access into it only, will not build on it. Tim Lee doesn’t think
there is a water main, sewer main, etc. but needs to look at a map. Chief Swafford
indicated no problem for fire department only possible problem for the church.
Would it be a possible problem for police? Alderman Hughes has great misgivings
with regard to the lady living there. The group stated they are only asking the city to
look at it from utility, security and fire standpoint and get some information and then
put it back on the agenda.
Request by VFW for street closures for Wounded Warrior Weekend June 2, 2017
was discussed.
Motion: To approve the request for street closure for Wounded Warrior
Weekend June 2, 2017, as requested.
Motion by Alderman McComb
Second by Alderman Porter-Smith
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion carried.
No public comment.
Alderman McComb opened the Public Improvement Committee Meeting.
Danny Bost discussed the proposed Carbondale to Murphysboro Bike Route.
Culvert cost is $55,000 for Murphysboro’s cost. Mayor Stephens talked with Joe
Copias and Mr. Copias has stated that if we are not able to find a revenue stream to
get $55,000 he will pay it. Mayor wants to go for grant dollars for sure. We are on
the Trans American Bike Route. IDOT mandated to do roads for vehicles,
pedestrians and bikes. Part of IDOT’s funding is aligned with bike paths.
Motion: To approve verbal support for Carbondale to Murphysboro Bike
Route Project in the amount of $55,000.
Motion by Alderman Campos
Second by Alderman Porter-Smith
Alderman McComb called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion carried.
Mayor Stephens discussed the weight limit on alleys. He has sent two email
inquiries to the Illinois Municipal League regarding this issue; however, he has not
received any response yet about weights of trucks. Alderman McComb stated there
is nothing to stop us from going to small trucks. Mayor thinks we will get lots of
feedback because trash haulers will raise fees. How are we going to enforce weight
limit? Alderman Pierson stated we can only limit truck size but citizens will get
increase in bill. Mayor Stephens stated we can get trash haulers in here to see what
they will do to correct this situation. Alderman Pierson thinks Mayor Stephen’s idea
is best, to get trash haulers to council meeting. Mayor Stephens discussed issuing
them a franchise fee for tearing up streets.
Mayor Stephens discussed possible action on the old Shoe Factory at 430 South
19th Street. Emily Burke is looking for grant dollars for clean-up etc. If the western
wall falls it will reach 19th Street. We have no legal obligation to do anything there.
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Eric Kennedy has talked to Carol Homan; Carl is very ill and we cannot really
discuss with him. The city is trying to find a way to make the city safe. Carol doesn’t
have power of attorney over Carl. City attorney stated that the property is in both
names. Alderman Erbes inquired if property is insured. We don’t know. Mayor
Stephen discussed rehab loan type of line, rarely used. Loan some money and just
pull wall in. Grant reply should be at end of March. Can we order Homan’s to repair
or demolish? Eric has already sent notices. Attorney stated the court will not make
them do anything if they do not have the money. We can get order to put building in
safe position; such as taking down anything that will make it secure. Alderman
McComb stated we should get contractors to tell us how much the cost will be.
Attorney Blake stated we can get order in place to get property secure and safe.
Limit our action to make building safe and secure now and if dollars come in later we
can demolish then.
Motion: To approve allowing our attorney to pursue an action to make the
property secure then solicit bids from contractors to pull west and south walls
in.
Motion by Alderman McComb
Second by Alderman Hughes
Alderman McComb called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion carried.
The request by Union Pacific Railroad for replacement of overpass at Route 149
was discussed. They need both the Illinois Commerce Commission’s permission
and since it is within the city’s limits they must get the city’s okay for this as well.
Overpass work will start June 1, 2017. IDOT approved plan with UPRR. The
overpass area will be shut down for three days. Traffic into town will have to be
rerouted.
Motion: To approve authorizing the city’s attorney to proceed with
communication to finalize UPRR’s consent order.
Motion by Alderman McComb
Second by Alderman Pierson
Alderman McComb called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion carried.
Alderman Pierson opened the Public Works Committee Meeting.
Request from Murphysboro Park District to assist with moving wood chips was
discussed. Best scenario would be to put chips in street and then put in park. .
Motion: To approve the request from Murphysboro Park District to assist with
moving wood chips.
Motion by Alderman McComb
Second by Alderman Campos
Alderman Pierson called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion carried.
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Motion: To approve the payment request from Midwest Petroleum and
Excavating for $39,095.
Motion by Alderman McComb
Second by Alderman Erbes
Alderman Pierson called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion carried.
No public comment.
Mayor Stephens opened the Public Safety Committee Meeting.
The request for street lighting on Shoemaker Drive was discussed. After hearing
from Ms. Jance Curry-Witzman, Mayor Stephens stated we should research and see
if there is an existing pole, confirm and report back.
No public comment.
Alderman Hughes opened the Personnel Committee Meeting.
Negotiations with FOP continue.
No public comment.
MAYOR’S REPORT
Appointment of Bruce Davis to the Plan Commission/
Motion: To approve the appointment of Bruce Davis to the Plan Commission.
Motion by Alderman Erbes
Second by Alderman McComb
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion carried.
Motion: To go into executive session at 7:45 pm to discuss matters related to
5ILCS 120/2(c)(1) regarding pending legal action.
Motion by Alderman Erbes
Seconded by Alderman McComb
Yeas: Barb Hughes, Linda Porter-Smith, Gary McComb, Bill Pierson, John Erbes,
Gloria Campos
Nays: None
Motion Carried
Motion: To come out of executive session at 7:55.
Motion by Alderman Campos
Seconded by Alderman Hughes
Yeas: Barb Hughes, Linda Porter-Smith, Gary McComb, Bill Pierson, John Erbes,
Gloria Campos
Nays: None
Motion Carried
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Motion: To approve granting the city attorney authority to defend the case
with Mr. Eugene Cain.
Motion by Alderman McComb
Second by Alderman Campos
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion carried.
ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS
Barb Hughes

Nothing

Linda Porter-Smith

Nothing

Gary McComb

Nothing

Bill Pierson

Nothing

John Erbes

Pleased with children’s home being taken over by Methodist
Children’s Home Group.

Gloria Campos

What is the nursing home/rehab center status? Mayor
Stephens stated not great communication with the company
but they do own the property.

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS
Richard Blake

Nothing.

Sandra Ripley

Nothing

Bill Center

Site work on demo done last week.

Steve Swafford

Nothing

Mike Laughland

Nothing

Scott Evans

Nothing

Eric Kennedy

Nothing

Tim Lee

Nothing

Brian Manwaring

Nothing

Darrin Mills

Nothing

Jim Stewart

Nothing.
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Motion: To adjourn
Motion by Alderman Hughes
Second by Alderman McComb
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried
Meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m.
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